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Policy Recommendations
As commander-in-chief, the next president must 
take on the challenge of rebuilding and reforming 
the American armed forces, by:
•	 Implementing	a	process	of	reevaluating	what	
has succeeded or failed in recent military 






























John A. Lynn II
Professor of History 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign



























us,	and	examine	how	we	should	refashion	the	armed	forces	to	meet	them.	Now is the 
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of	war,	society,	and	culture.	Women, Armies, and 
Warfare in Early Modern Europe (2008) exam-
ines	the	lives	and	contributions	of	the	multitude	
of	women	who	accompanied	armies	into	the	
field,	1500-1815.	Battle: A History of Combat 
and Culture	(2003;	revised	2004)	discusses	the	
role of cultural preconceptions and practices in 
affecting	warfare.	He	has	published	three	other	
monographs.	His	edited	volumes	include	Feeding 
Mars: Logistics in Western Warfare from the Middle 
Ages to the Present	(1993),	among	others.	He	is	
now	working	on	a	historical	study	of	the	cultural,	









Historically, armed forces 
prepare for the war they 
want to fight, not the war 















































D E F E N S E  P O L I C Y :  R E g E N E R A T I N g  T H E  A M E R I C A N  M I L I T A R Y
The most fundamental task 
in military reform will be 
getting the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, and Air Force to 
reconceptualize war in terms of 
threat and response.










































In the world of military 
reform, it is easier to speculate 
about problems and threats 
than to actually refashion the 






































Technology must be consistent not only with some immediate tactical advantage but with 




After a briefing on the need 
for limiting and focusing 
violence in counter-insurgency, 
an experienced top sergeant 
agreed, but then asked what he 
could do about the fact that his 
teenage Marines had signed up 
to pull the trigger.
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dialogue on Reconceptualizing War.	This	effort	covers	a	set	of	related	topics,	
including:	policies	and	practices	in	contemporary	warfighting;	military	uses	of	
technology;	origins,	history,	and	causes	of	war;	military	strategy;	quantitative	and	
qualitative	geospatial	and	geopolitical	analyses	of	conflict;	sociological	impacts	of	
war;	and	U.S.	and	international	military	force	structures.	We	are	pleased	to	offer	
this	brief	on	U.S.	defense	policy	as	part	of	the	Program’s	continuing	commitment	
to	the	study	of	these	issues.
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